
 

 

Summer Reading 2018 
English I and English II 

Renee Benoit 

 
Ninth Grade (for the 2016-17 School Year) 
 
 The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman by Ernest J. Gaines 
 
Tenth Grade (for the 2016-17 School Year) 
 
 All tenth graders:  
  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 
 
 Additional requirements for English II Honors: 
  “The Book of Job” (from the Old Testament—any modern translation of the Bible) 
   
 
Availability of Books and Stories 
 
 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is widely available as a free e-text download.  Hard copies, of course, are available in 
bookstores.  The teacher makes no specific recommendation for any edition of the novel, as long as the edition is complete and 
unabridged.  
 
 The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman can be ordered online from a variety of retailers or purchased in bookstores.  The 
teacher recommends the Bantam Books edition, 1972.  ISBN 0-553-26357-9 
 
 “The Book of Job” may be read from any modern translation of the Bible. 
 
  
Additional Instructions for Summer Reading: Grades 9-10 
 

▪ Keep a reading log.  See instructions below for the log, which will be submitted for grading on the first day of school in 
August. 

▪ Be prepared for testing on summer readings early in the first week of school. 

▪ Students are welcome to consult commentaries and student help-resources like Sparknotes or Cliff Notes, but the reading 
assessment will make sure students have read the texts, too.  Students who don’t read the selection(s) will not do well on 
the assessment. 

▪ If you complete the reading early or in the middle of the summer, be sure to review within the week before school starts so 
your memory will be fresh.  Your reading log will be useful for review, also, if you keep it up properly. 

 
The Summer Reading Log 
 

▪ Format: handwritten journal entries in a marble journal or notebook. 

▪ Procedure: Each day that you read a portion of your summer reading assignment(s), write a one to two paragraph-long 
entry in your log.  Each entry must be dated.  The entry should include (1) a summary of what you read and (2) a personal 
reflection or reaction to your reading.  Reflections can include, for example, questions about what you don’t understand, 
predictions about what you believe is going to happen in future chapters, emotions that you feel toward what you’re 
reading, personal opinions about what you’re reading, comments about the author’s craftsmanship, vocabulary words that 
you need to look up, and so on.   See an example of a log entry below. 

 
Sample Summer Reading Log Entry 
 
July 26: I finished chapters 1 and 2 of Tom Sawyer.  The characters are introduced, including Tom, who seems to get into a lot of 
mischief with his Aunt Polly.  Tom also likes to hang out with his boy-buddies.  In chapter 2, he figures out a way to trick his 
friends into doing his chore of whitewashing a picket fence.  Tom seems like a sneaky, sly character.  One thing I found a little 
difficult is reading the characters’ dialogue.  Mark Twain writes their conversations to “sound” the way they talk—kind of like 
some hicks with a country accent.  So far, the chapters are short—I like that!  It encourages me to go on to the next chapter 
because I know it won’t drag on.  New words I need to look up: ambuscade, ponderously.  


